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Januar,y 1976 marks the 5th anniversary of the formation o the Borderline Science 
Investigation Group. To mark the occasion this edition of Lan ern presents a special 
'birthday supplement•, being mainly a revie� of the Groups ac ivities and progress over 
the last 5 years. The supplement has been compiled by Denis F e tcher one of the groups 
founder members. l Once more we are reluctant� compelled to increase the su 1scription rates to Lantern, 
not because the cost of producing the magazir:e has increased,, but because of the new 
postal rates. The new subscription is 75p per year (four issu s) inc. P.& P. This �11 
not affect existing subscriptions, only renewals and new subs riptions. Apologies to 
all affected, please blame the Post Office, not BSIG! 

. Two BSIG members, Nigel Pennick and :Hichael Behrend, toge her with Zodiac House 
publishers, have got together to form the Institute of Geoman ic I�see�ch, which they 
hope will be a national cO-ordinating body for geomantic rese rchers. Anyone interested 
should contact Nigel ·at 142 P�'1easant Rise, Bar Hill, Cambs•ZG>diac house and Fenris -
�Jolf publishers have just issued tl.:eir first joint catalogue, !copies of 'Which can be ob­
tained from Nigel Pennick at the above address, or from Zodiad House, 7 Hugon Road, Lon­
don, SW6 e The la test NEGALITHIC VISIONS ANTIC:.UARIAN PAPERS to 1 be published by Fenris -
Holf are: Nr.6 LOST TOWNS, the lands of Britain now submergedj20p). Nr.7 EAST ANGLIAN 
GE0�1ANCY, the landscape geometry of East Anglia discus sed (30p • Nr.8 1'-fill!.GASCA:R DIVIN­
ATION details of the little knotm Sikidy method of divination 20p). Nr.9 DENEHOIES & 
SUBTERRANEA details of subterranean caves and their uses(20p) all prices include P&P 
from 142 Pheasant Rise, Bar Hill.(please make cheques etc pay�ble to N.C.Pennick).• 
HAUNTED LOHESTOFT, published by BSIG,is still available, prict' 40p inc P&P from the 
address below •I1YSTIC FORUH gives a sane, balanced, approach o occultism. Quarterly 
journal includes reports of meetings, articles, letters, andv rts and new books, free 
to members. Full membership £2.50 per annum; annual sub to jo nal only is £1.40 post 
free, single copies 30p + lOp P&P. l·:Ieetings alternate wednesdatys, 7 .30pm at St. Hargar­
ets Hotel, 1Cf7 St. H1rgarets Road, East Twickenham. Diary of speakers and enquiries to 
The Secretary, II4 YJ.ngs Road, Kingston, Surrey • IVAN BUNN (ed ·tor of Lantern) would be 
very pleased to hear of 1pharltom dog' stories, either legends r first-hand experiences; 
from Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex • WATSUP JOURNAL is the quarter publication of the 
Wessex Association for the study of Unexplained phenomena . Mem ership is £I per year, 
members under 18 and OAPs 50p, single copies of Journal 15p + &P from Nick Naloret, 
180 Lockswood Road, Milton; Portsmouth eTHE IEY HUNTER is the nly magazine in Britain 
devoted sole� to Ley lines and allied subjects. Published bi-fonthly, annual sub is 
£1.50 from Paul Screeton, 5 Egton Drive, Sea ton Carew, Hartlepfol, Cleveland • THE NZl�S 
is a bi-monthly miscellany of Fortean news, notes and referenc s. Nr.I2 contains part 
2 of 'Portrait of a Fault Area' a fortean study Leicestershire (\o.'Sll vorth reading), 
plus; Heteorlogical Curiosities, Geophysical Curiosities, Ghos s and much more. Publish­
ed bi-monthly annual sub is £3 inc P&P from BOb Rickard, Post Office Stores, Alder-
maston, Berkshire • 

i 

Unfortunately, we must end this introduction on a sadder n te. Trffi ��SSEX UFO RE-
CORD, reviewed in the last edition of Lantern, has now ceased ublication as the prod­
ucers have found it increasingly difficult to issue regularly publication devoted al­
most entirely to the phenomena of the UFO • • •  

All articles in this magazine are copyright of the Authors or SIG and, unless stated 
otherwif;e,. the views ex2ressed are not necessarily those of BS Q or the Editor. 

LANTERN is published quarterly by the Borderline Science Investigation Group, a non­
•profit making organisation devoted to the investigation of unexplained phenomena in 
East Anglia. Annual sub is 75p inc p&pJ singles copies I9p inc p&p. Address all en­
quiries to The Editor, Ivan Bunn, 3 Dunwich Way, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32 4RZ. 



PUDDin 
AT COT 

Nigel Pennick 

I TOnE/ 
n 

In the late 1940s, D .E.A.Rudge, 
then principal of West Technical Col-
lege in London, announced in the Essex 
Naturalist the discovery f an ancient 

-�--- --- --�--

IMILS, 

trackway marked b,y stones These stones were not just any type of stone, but a special 
kind called 'Puddingstone 1 which is a characteristic conglomerate, a type of natural 
concrete with small pebbl s embedded in a matrix. Because of this occurrence of small 
pebbles the stone was bel ived to grow, being the origin of all pebbles found in the 
fields and hence was kno as 1l··�other Stone 1, and held to be sacred to the Hother God­
dess. 

Rudge's trackw� (th 'Conglomerate Track') was finally found to run between Tha­
tcham in Berkshire to Gri .. es Graves in Norfolk and onto the Wash (or wherever the coast 
line was in those days). ·1a.rked by stones every hundred metres or so, the trackway was 
held to be unique. 

However, Ken Clarke (who is researching into pre-conquest stone crosses) and the 
author, have discovered a fragment of another trackw� at the village of Coton near 
Cambridge. Having both re d the works of Rudge we were on the lookout for stones of 
this kind. One of us noti ed the large puddingstone next to a cottage at Coton (see il­
lustration), and we looke round the village for more stones. Finally we found five 
puddingstones and a large slab-shaped sarsen stone in the village. 

Just as Rudge had di covered stones on the surface, half-buried and nearly buried; 
so we found one lying on he surfa.ce, two hakf-buried and one almost completely buried. 

The stones, as shown. on the map, have the following grid references; 
2 stones t. Whitewall Farm gate: TL 40.3586. 
St�ne out ide cottage: TL 412588. 
Stone nea ly buried: TL 41.3588. 
Stone on urface: TL 416587. 

These form four poin s on a possible trackw�, situated in eaxactly the same way 
a� thoae discovered by R ge. 

Also at Co�on, on th boundary of the churchyard, on the axis of the church, is a 
large flat sarsen stone, rid reference TL 408588, probably a sacred stone marking an 
ancient pre-Christian enc osure, sirr.ilar to the two stones at Gorleston, Norfolk ( see 
Lantern 7). About a mile way, in an entrance to a field, we found eight stones recent­
ly torn Zrom the ground, alf of which were puddingstones. There were no signs as to 
where the stones had orig nated, though the spot was only a few hundred metres from 

where the ancient trac�� to Coton 
crosses the road on whjch the field 
entrance is situated. fart of this 
ancient trackw�, a mile further west, 
used to be known as 1The Portway1, 
the name usually applied to the Roman 
road from Old Sarum to Silchester·. 
Possibly this was a Romanised ancient 
British trackw�. A puddingstone on 
Rudge1s trackway was found in the 
ruins of the Roman amphitheatre at 
Verularnium (St. Albans). 

Beyond Coton, on a similar east/ 
west alinement, at Eriswell in West 
Suffolk is a Portw� Hill and a plan� 

.• ;:·· C SS • .... .....sr�tcAM"'''""" tation called Portway Heave. However .l··i-wo sToNEs, Stt T .. h t 
• •. :··- WWITWE"Ur FADN\ � ... 'IL. ••• •• ••

••• 
• 

we ave not ye visited Eriswell to 
�------''_-_ .• _-. ...:...-+-.....a........_ ____ _...N_A.-75 ....,· look for pU.ddingstone evidence so 
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this theory must remain only a theory. 

If extended eastward, the track would reach 
into the city of Cambridge. This path, known as 
the Coton Footpath, has no more stones vis ible, 
though it was diverted in one place so that an 
aeroplane factory could be erected on it in w�2. 
Central Cambridge is remarkably sparse of ancient 
stones as most of the medieaval parts of the town 
have been demolished since the last century and 
+.he streets have been altered. 

The Coton series is the only occurrence of 
�uddingstones so far noticed in the C a�bridge 
area. + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Biorhythm/ & P.'ll ectiol_l 
and b1 
should 

------ Ron Hill ------ ones 
ellectual conditions are at a low and errors of judgement 
ly to happen. It is not at all unlikely that the human body, 
mind, provides a greater degree of protection at these tirr.es 
sensory powers which -we might posses. It is quite possible 
in varying degrees, but do not use them conciously as -we are 

Virtuallt every experimenter who has tried to study ESP 
has been plagued v.d.th one problem: This being tqe problem of 
which there can be no acceptance in the scientific world. Dr. 
peri...-nents on ESP in A.�erica. suffered in this way. 

considering why a conn­
exist between ESP 

critical days, it 
renembered tbAt these 

days are those when 
, emotional and int­
to accidents are like­

rather the subconcious 
increasing any extra-
we all have ESP powers 

normally aware of then. 
laboratory condit ions 

repea.tability', without 
Joesph:Rhine1s famous ex-

In the light of our preliminary findings, it would ap that when carrying out 
and analysing tests connected with ESP, the biothytb�ic state of the subject is of par­
amount importance to the results and their interpretation. A .l).C·-.:;; ... r..a..�Jll.U.Ld.tion of the scores 
obtained by Dr. Rhine's subjects, taking into account their phase at the 
time of each test, might well be revealing insofar as the ac their guesses is 
concerned. 

A further consideration is that if the apparent 
rhythmic state and ESP holds good, even if only for a 
then it paves the way for beleiving that at certain tirr.es 
sensitive, or perhaps passes more information than usual 
Can this be an explanation for those cases where ghosts, 
seen or experienced b,y some people but not by others? 

u .... , ....... "1u .... r between the bio­

There woul4 appear to be a wide field for further 
and the writer would be most pleased to receive reports of 
gether with the date of the occurence and the date of birth 
treated in confidence unless permission is given otherwise). 
and year please ) is most important for the calculation of the 
time of the observation. 

· 

of the po pulation, 
u.u, .. v.L .• ,..ious mind is super­

the concious mind. 
other phenomena are 

tion along these lines 
phenomena witnessed, to­
the observer (all to be 

date of birth (date 
tical d�s around tte 

Whilst not many people will be seeing ghosts and usef�l will be de-
tails of such things as a run of unusually good hands during and evenings play, 
suddenly seeing someone that you had been thinking of but t seen for a while, re-
ceiving a letter after thinking that you hadn't had one from a certain person for some 

,time; in fact any instances of telepathy or precognition. 
Your cooperation is most gratefully welcomed, and if BSIG can prove a definite re-

lationship between biorhythms and Psi, it will represent somet of a breakthrough 
in t�is most intangible realm of borderline science. 
EDITW1ill NOTE: This concludes Ron's fascinating article, anyone 
should write to: 11Ir.R. T .Hill, vJarren l::dge, I3ra.ndon Road, Thetf 

' missed the first part of this article, ,;!lich appeared in La.n 
wailable (see page 8 for details.) . 
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wishing to contact him 
, Norfolk. If anyone 
II, copies are still 



MYSTERY AIRPLANES W. J. CHAMBERb 
In the. early morning of August Ist th�.:; Jear, Ipswich people vmre startled by a 

very noisy aeroplane which flew over the t"·· 'J.. One man said that the noise was so loud 
that it frightened him out of bed, and ano-,hf that it sounded like a \.rhole squadron 
of planes. A local aircraft expert con:.rldel � that itlwas a machine of a type of wr.ich 
there are only about six registered in this �vlntry, but he did not appec.r to have 
much faith in his ovm theory, as he declined to have his n&me p0.blished. 

ii. local lady, 1·Irs.D.>I.Um.rin, wrote to the East Anglian Da.ily Times tbe.t she had 
been in the \.{Jill.Fs in the last war, but she had never heard a noise like it. The matter 
was taken up energetically by the Local MP, i'·fr. Ken tveetcb, but none of tbe authorities 

. concerned with aviation could throw any light on it, and it remains a mystery. 
· 

None of these good people apparently lmelor that there is a type of UFO which sim-
ulates, to a greatei- or lesser extent, an aeroplane of the conventional type, but vJhich 
does not conform to any recognised rules of aeron&utical behaviour. John A. Keel de­
votes a whole chapter to them in his book 'Cperation Trojan Horse' (Souvenier Press, 
I97�. I am convinced that a similar machine flevr over Saffron vJalden on the evening 
of Sunday, September 7th. ·, 

It was ver'J lovJ and ver'J noisy, the engine sounding 1rm.:;_gh 1 with a curious knocki­
ing sound at interv&ls. It took me a few seconds to see that_our little Yorkie did not 
run into the street; I then rushed out, and it he.d abo•;t ree.ched the Common, about 700 
to 800 yards fro:n rr.y house, so it rr.ust have been going very slm.,rly. It was too dark to 
see it, but it had red lights on both ;JL'1g-ti,;:m and one on the stern. I think there 
-was also one on the b0\11 b"J.t I am not sure about this. From the position of the liehts 
it appeared to be large. 

A lady I net later in the 'local' said it had passed over the buildi::1g, and adnit­
ted that it scared her. A gentlem.?.n living at Little l·Jalden said his dog, \orhich ordin­
arily takes little notice of planes, was frightened e.nd crs.vrled into its bas1{et. In 
her letter. previously quoted, l1rs. Umrin said her dog 11 just lay on the :nat listeni:1g 
he didn't bark, I guess he 1-.:ras scared •11 Our mm little dog did not behnre in any un­
usual manner, but he is just a puppy and ver'J excitable, so we should not have noticed 

if he had. 'I'he \-!hole affair has ca:1sed a lot of talk in the town. + + + + + + + + + + 

Westwood Lodge is an i�posing ghosts and investigations at 40 roomed mansion three quarters of 
a mile south of the \·JalberswiclrjBlythburgh Road 
in Suffolk. The building, which has stood empty 
for about I2 years commands a magnificent view 
across the marshes to the forest of Dunwich. In 
its hey-day it was the seat of the Lords of the 
manor of \�estwood and stood in 240 acres of park 
land, long since put to the plough, although a 
small portion still remains, adj-oi::1ing the house, 

west wood 
lodge�··· 

call9d The Grove. In I39I the �,£.nor of Hestwood belonged to I:ti.chael de la Pole, Duke of 
Suffol:{. By 1465 it had passed to the Hopton fa1nily, who held it until I592, when Arth­
ur :iopton sold it to Alderman Robert Brooke from Aspall in Suffolk. Alderman Brooke 
died in I6GI and the estate passed to his son, Sir Robert Brooke. �r 1645 Sir Robert1s 
eldest son John and his wife Jane were in possesion of Hestwood. John Brooke was the 
•black sheep' of the family, a w�ld and troubleson man who earned hL�self the nic��w�e 
1The Great 7roubler1 with the local people due to his constant interference in their, 
pi:irt:.cl.lls.rly 1-rith regards to the epclosbg of Corn:non Land. John Brooke died very sudd­
enly in 165;2, aged 26, without issue. His widow r:-1arried Sir William Blois who held =:is 
first court at \·:estwood in 1660. The property has remaL"led in the Blois fa.11ily up to 
the present day. 

:;_;•rol':l a!'ound I6CC o .-wards, there seems to have been a general trend of letting and 
t'e-letti::g ·,·.estwood Lod e right up until it beca.ae -.ra.cant 12 years ago. So it seems that 
c..l though t:--.esa -.rari.Jus a:;;ilies ovmed the 'buildi�g they spent little time. living there. 

The e<1rliest went:. n of a 1::-:anor Hall' ::ere occurs in an account dated 1430, ren­
dered. for tha tchL"lg the 1 ;,ong :io'J.se 1 consisting of a hall, kitchen and great room. It 
see:-:.s lli'1::.i�ely th&t any _9art of this early str...tcture exists i.:1 the present buildi�g, 
although it is interest 'ng to note that in 16:;:;,. Sir 3.ooert 3rooke 's v!orben were allowed 
1i::.rrre�s, egress. ��d re,ress.'. whil� ta'dng d�mn vih�t-�s descri�e� -:-s..�th;old Long House • 

. �vst a-..:.t::wr::;_�::;_as ·;:;::::.at t r..e foundat::;_ons or r;he preser;t ::r,�::.Lo::;_ng ;;ere lald by 
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Sir Robert Brooke and that the house was finished 

by his son John in 1652. These claims all seem to 
be based on a statement b� a historian named Gar­
dner who in 1754 described the discovery of burnt 
material, bricks , stones etc. , in The Grove. These _ 

he stated were the remains of an ancient house 
which had perished by fire (I ) . 

However, strong evidence , to the contrary t.Jas 
presented by 11. Janet-Becker in the 1930s . He in 
fact proves, from · old leases, that part of the 
present building was in fact standing in 1602 
when Sir Robert Brooke took possesion. Becker 
further substantiates this claim with structural 
evidence in the present buildL"lg. He discovered 
a stone door-jamb inside a cupboard on the NE 

_ origmal house wall of the present SE wing. It appears that this ::z:::: 1601145 
== et rea 1654 had been a rear entrance to a smaller building. 

Becker also discovered further evidence of this 
kind which he published in 1935 (2) enabling him - later adaitions 

to state conclusively that the SW wing of the pre- a; door jamb 
sent building is by far the oldest part, and that 
at one tL�e it had been a smaller house facing SW 
(see plan ) , no doubt standing when the Brooke fa­

mily purchased the property in 1592. The present 
central portion of \�estwood Lodge was built some­
where between I60I and 1645. A more definite dats 

1§ ... ·£ 

x; position of watchers 

B; stairs to ftrst flom 

e; cellar door 

Ground plan of 
WESTWOOD LODGE 

can be put to the 1� wing which was built in 1654/55 by Jane Brooke. Down the yea�c 
various out-buildings have been added, giving the building its r��bling appearance. 

In 1835/36 the building took on its present appearance when extensive alterations 
were carried : The front was raised 3 feet, old croW-stepped gables were removed , the 
walls were encased in white brick and the old tiled roof replaced with one of slates. 
Inside , large 'rooms were partitioned off, fireplaces bricked-up, windows altered, the 
old broad-beamed staircase was removed and repl�ced with a smaller one. The buildings 
main entrance still faced SW, now over-looking the farmyard, so anothP ,.. "'laS made in the 
SE wall, overlooking the marshes. 

THE GHOSTS OF WESTWOOD. 
Tales of a haunting here seem to have been in existence as far back as the early 

19th century and perhaps even further. The earliest story we know of is the one where 
the apparition of a man rides up and down the corridors on a saddle! John Brooke ( 'The 
Great Troubler 1 ) has been connected with this phenomena . As stated earlier he died sud­
denly in 1652. His death occured either just before a journey, or perhaps actually en­
route, from London to Blythburgh. He was something of a horseman and it is said that it 
is his ghost that rides (or rode) the saddle. In 1865, when an old cupboard was opned 
in the Lodge, riding equipment was discovered which, it has been suggested, had been put 
there in an attempt to 'lay' the ghost. 

An interesting comparision to this tale can be made with the following story, told 
by a local inhabitant ; :V1a.ny years ago, a man \om.S riding his horse a long a track which 
runs past the Lodge. As he arrived at a point outside the house , his horse stopped and 
refused to go on, supposedley having experienced some form of psyci1ical manifestation. 
The rider fell dead from the saddle and presumably the horse died to, since its remains 
were inte rred in a nearby wall. Years later, when the ghost was being 'laid'these remains 

· 

>-Jere discovered. These two tales could be 
linked in some way, perhaps the formar isa 
garbled version of the latter? 

A more recent account of distllrbances 
here cones from the East Anglian >Tagazine 

, in I96I (3), which relates a story of ghost-
fiiB� ly footsteps and the apparition of a woman 

in a silk dress. The footsteps were heard 
by irs. Brm..rne, wife of the farmer then li­
ving at the Lodge. She claimed that they 
paced the oldest part of house and, although 
presmr� at ni�;,ht, they seemed more pronoun­
ced srm:nd noon. An old r,ardner also recall­
ed vr:1:: t be and others had semi many years 
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ago: "We see•d a woman with a silk dress on, that's what we see1d. Itr r.,ther see1d it 
Qeten. We lived over the dair,y, me mother an1 me, and she see1d the ghost come out of 
Mrs. Cooper's study ••• " (a tenant farmer named Cooper is Listed in Whites Directory of 
Suffo�1I844) . In October, I972, three policemen researched into the haunting and held 
an all-night. vigil on the premises, the full details of which appeared in the local 
press (4). The policemen were told that "a lady in a long silver dress" had been seen 
numerous times over the last 60 years, both in the grounds and on the track outside. A 
previous gamekeeper claimed to have seen the apparition on several occasions and refus­
ed to go near the building after dark. The son of the present gamekeeper claimed to 
have seen it only 3 days prior to the policemen's visit. 

According to the policemen, during their alL-night watch, at OI20hrs, a length of 
cotton near the entrance ball was found dislodged from the tape securing it. A little 
later they heard a dull 1thud1 from somewhere deep inside the house. One of the men 
reported a sudden drop in temperature, and the atmosphere became 1electric•. Several 
more 1thuds1 were heard and the watchers switched on their tape recorder. Another'thud' 
came from overhead and they stared at the staircase expecting something to appear. How­
ever, nothing was seen although the room once more became cold and a 'presence' was 
again felt. During the next IO minutes more •thuds' were beard, which ceased and the 
roam became warmer. Nothing further happened and the party left at 0400hrs. Unfortunate-

. ly we do not know the contents of the recording, but since nothing further was reported 
we can only assume that notbing of interest was recorded. 

Armed with this information and the knowledge that the Lodge still had the reputat­
ion of being haunted, BSIG obtained permission from the owner to spend a�ht there. 
The watch was arranged for the 7/8 September, I974. 
THE INVESTIGATION. 

Eight BSIG investigators took part in the watch, together with a number of electron­
ic sensors and 'controls.• Unfortunately the weather was not kind to us on the day of 
the watch, a gale-force wind whipped across the open marshes from the sea and there had 
been heavy showers all day. It was late afternoon on the 7th by the time the whole team 
had assembled at the Lodge which, when approached along a muddy and decidely bump,y 
track, preseneed quite a chilling sight in the waning daylight and storm-tossed trees; 
straight from a Hammer horror film in factJ 

Structually the building was quite sound, although there were holes in the roof and 
every window in the place was broken. All services to the building had been long shut 
off. A tour of the building was made by the investigation team, during which rough plans 
were made and measurements taken. Quite a task this proved to be as the place is a maze 
of small corridors and inter-connecting rooms. It soon became evident that our biggest 
problem would be the incessantly banging of doors and windows in the high wind. To over 
come this each window and door in' turn ws wedged either open or shut and then 'sealed' 
with thread and drawing pins. Even so this failed to erradicate all the bangs. 

Whilst all this was .going on the electronic equipment was set up. It had been de­
cided to use the front entrance hall by the foot of the stairs as a 'base', this betng 
the area in which the policemen had been when they had heard·· the 'thuds 1 etc, and � t 
was almost directly below the corridor where the strange footsteps had been reported. 
�----------------------------------------�No investigators were actually l�cated 

book review• A welcome addition to in the 'haunted' corridor during the 
• the literature of oddi- watch, this was monitored using the t·o].. 

ties is the paperback reprint of •Haunted Bri- lowing sensors: Vibration Detectors, 
tain' by Antony Hippesley-Cox (Pan £I.50 ).This light sensitive devices, temperature 
is primarily a gazetteer of ghostland of a type sensitive switches and a sound monitor­
already made familiar by Peter Underwood and ing device. All of which were connected 
Andrew Green, but it is a good deal compendious to a central monitoring unit in the en­
than their books, as it also lists witchcraft trance hall. A thermograph, not conn­
sites, mysterious stones, curious customs, leg- ected to the monitor,·was also placed 
ends and buried treasure. The sections on Nor- in the corridor and gave a continuous 
folk, Suffolk and Essex are rather on the short trace graph of the temperature through­
side but adequate. It is well illustrated, with out the night. 
some in colour, and there is a useful appendix Having finished all the prelimina-
of maps showing how to get to the various pla- ries, the investigators split into pairs 
ces mentioned. The index is ample and it is al- and were located at various points in 
together good value at the price. + + + + + + + the vicinity of the staircase. Each had 

W.J.C. with them a thermometer, tape recorder, 
and a camera. A 2 hourly rota 'WaS arr­

----------------' anged whereby each pair took turns in. 
+o+o+o+o+o+o+o+o+ 

--
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UF.O. BEJ:tORT 
MOst. UFO reports describe obj ects which, although varyL�g in detail, are more or 

less of a R�ilar shape; discs, domed discs, cigar shapes, spherical etc. However, from 
time to time reports are received of obj ects which do not fit into any of these broad 
categories . In this issue we present two such examples. 

The first dates back to December 3, I962, when Mrs. A. 
flower of Lowestoft woke up at 6.I5am and describes what she 
saw upon looking out of her window: " ••• it was a thing 
which I can only describe as (like ) the head of a whale •• 
The sky was clear and dark and at first I thought that the­
obj ect was a bright star, but I was struck by its funny 
shape, and when I looked close� I could see a band of gen­
erating light at the back and three bright rods.-�he rest, 
except for a dark band at the front, shed a luminous light as if it came from an inner 
source. The whole thing pulsated about every three minutes and as it did so more rods 
of light appeared at the back and a bright beam, like that .of a searchlight, shone out 
from the front. On two occassions I saw an extra piece on the top, which was also lumi­
nous, as if I was seeing it from a different angle, and when the object pulsated, all 
the luminous parts shone more brightly •••• " 

Mrs. Blanchflower said that the object was over the sea in a SE direction and as 
day light became stronger it faded from sight. She watched it for over an hour. (contd on .. 

page IO) 
sitting in a car outside the building, in the drive, where the apparition of the woman 
had been seen. 

B.y 2030hrs everything was ready, the equipment had been tested, and the team set� 
led down for a long, cold and draughty, vigil. General� speaking very little happened 
during the watch, but the following is worth noting; At 2040hrs, just after the equip. 
�ent had been set-up, and while most of the team were ups�airs, it was noticed that a 
vibration detector on the ground floor had been activated. At 2252hrs two, very loud, 
crashes were heard from the 1haunted 1 corridor. These were accompanied b,y the activat­
ion of a temperature sensitive switch and a vibration detector. Immediate investigation 
found the source of the noise to be a door in the corridor ,,_amming violently during 
a strong gust of wind . At OI55hrs, investigators discovered that the thread 1seal1 on 
the cellar door was broken. The door was still bolted. 

Throughout the night the wind created very strong �h�ough-draughts in the build­
ing, which in turn caused poor� secured doors and windows to rattle and slam innumer­
able times despite efforts to ensure that they were firm� wedged. Natural�, as the 
wind abated towards morning, so the rattles and bangs decreased. After the watch was 
over, at 0630hrs, a circuit was made of the entire building to check door seals etc. 
No other seals were found to have been disturbed. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

As with all other investigations of this nature which �e have conducted, no real 
valid conclusions can be made as to the nature of the supposed haunting, except qy ass­
esing the information collected during our stay in the building. We were unfortunate 

in choosing a day on which the wind was so strong, and the effects of which could dis­
tort our evaluation . The weather conditions at the time when the policemen visited the 
building are not known to us, but as the press report described the place as 11shrouded 
in a sinister marsh mist11 we can only assume that there was little or no wind. In which 
case, the noises which they heard could have had a more unusual explanation than the 
ones which we heard. This is a question which must be left open . 

The old tale concerning the apparition on the saddle is real� too old for us to 
investigate fully, and its link with John Brooke is, im any case, rather tenuous. The 
story of the lady in the long white, or silver, dress is well lrno'Wil around these parts, 
and is very interesting especial� as she was said to have been seen only a few days 
before the policemens visit. Unfortunately we have been unable to trace this witness, 
or indeed anyone elsewho has actually SEEn this apparition . In consequence, as we have 
said earlier, we can only evaluate prope rly our own findings. Each occurence during our 
our watch will be evaluated in turn, starting with the activation of the vibration de­
tector during the early stages. Although no-one was near the sensor at the time, it 
would seem that its activation might have been due to a 1set�ling-down• condition, the 
sensor having only just been placed on the floor. (The vibration detectors used during 
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this and previous investigations proved to be rather unstable and their tse has been 
discontinued pending the designing of a more reliable instrument). Therefor liitle or 
no significance can be attached to this incident. 

The cause of the crashes heard at 2252hrs was discovered and rectified. The vibra­
tion detector in the vicinity was activated, since that was its function, and is seems 
that tbe temperature sensitive device was activated by the same cold blast of wind that 
caused the door to slam. 

The only incident for which no ready explanaion can be found, vas the discovery of 
the broken thread across the cellar door. The cotton had been tied between the latch 
and a drawing pin in the door post, and both ends were still firmly tied. The cellar 
door was examined and found to be firmly housed in its frame, being secured with a 
large sliding bolt. It did not rattle or move at all when pushed, so it seems unlikely 
that draughts could have caused sufficient movement to break the thread. One possible 
explanation has been put foreward: Since the thread was stretched tightly across the 
slight gap between the door and the post, cold, damp air rising from the cellar throu­
gh the gap might have caused the cotton to shrink enough to snap (like a tent guy-line 
in the damp). It is interesting to note that it was in this same area that the police­
men also found a length of thread detched. They however had secured it with adhesive 
tape which might have worked loose in the damp building. 

Since this incident was a copletely isolated one, with a possible physical cause, 
not to much significance should be attached to it, although it must remain the only 
•unexplained 1 occurrence during our stay at i.Jestwood Lodge. 

Contrary to other opinions, we could detect no unusual '· tmosphere1 in any part of 
the building. The temperature readings were all normal, although it did get very cold 
during the early hours of the morning in the draughty and unheated building. 

Hr. E. 1�sters, of nearby Eastwood Lodge, wrote to the local press (5) after the re­
port of the policemens activities, and claimed that all the noises at Westwood could 
be dismissed as quite rational. He gives cold draughty passages, creaking timbers, cats 
and rats as the cause of such phenomena. This seems quite likely, especially in a high 
wind and, although no rats or traces of them were se€m in the building, several were 
seen outside. Poachers, trepassers and 1dossers1 (there was plenty of evidence of the 
latter.in the building), could perhaps account for a few reports of mysterious figures, 
although proPably not all of them and especially not of a woman in white! 

In summary, we found no unusual phenomena at Westwood Lodge, which could not be 
explained in terms of natural causes, during our brief stay there. Other people have 
found different things. It is interesting, as with all hauntings, to speculate whether 
the 'ghost• here is a subjective one or an objective one. Whether the apparition and 
its attendant phenomena are tangible, exterior, entities; or the product of a mind 
whose depth is as yet unknown. If a person thinks that a place is haunted, this kno� 
ledge could perhaps colour perfectly normal occurrences, and thus add to the ever-grow­
ing number of local legends. We remain as objective as ever concerning this alleged 
haunting, but it is our opinion that no psychical disturbances occurred during OUR 
stay at Westwood Lodge. 
NOTE: This article is abridged from the Official BSIG Report of the investigations at 

Westwood Lodge, compiled by the Psychical Research Section. 
SOURCES: (I ) : 'An Historical Account of Dunwich, Blythburgh,and Southwold with remarks 

D 
0 
N 
T 

on Some Places contiguous thereto' by Thomas GardnP.r. I754. 
(2): 1Blythburgh1 by H. Janet-Becker; 1935. 
(3): •East Anglian .Hagazine 1, February I96I (Vol.XX;No.L;.;page2II). 
(4): 'East Anglian Daily Times' 23rd October, I972. 
(5): 1East Anglian Daily Times' lOth November, I972. 
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SPRING EDITION OF � 

The following back-numbers of Lantern 
are available: Nr.5 articles include OLD 
SHUCK AT YARMOUTH and BRUSH WITH A UFO?; 
Nr. 7 includes 1v1YSTERIOUS STONES and THE 
GOOD PEOPLE: Nr.IO includes PHANTO.t-1 COA­
CHES OF NORFOLK and SIGNES FROH HEAVEN: 

LANTERN 
Nr.II includes UFOs OVER ALDEBY and BIO­
RYTHYlvS & PSI (part I). NRs 5 & 7 IOP ea. 
IO & II I2p ea + P&P; one copy 7p, 2 co­
pies lOp, 3 copies I2p, 4 copies I5p. 
From: 3 Dunwich Way, Lowestoft, Suffolk. 
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mummified cats! 
The Sunday People (November 91 1975 ) carried a 

fascinating story of a mys terious mummified cat that 
had been buried alive 300 years ago a t  a mill in Sud- ' 
bur,y1 Suffolk, probab� as s ome sort of votive offer­
ing to protec t  the building . It was discovered four 
years ago when the old mill was being converted to a 
hotel . A builder was given permission to remove the 
cat, after which many inexplicable things happened . 
Within � months the partnership financing the alter­
ations at the mill ran out of funds and the proj ect 
was abandoned : A s tudio to which the cat had been . ,the cat that was buried al ive 300 years ago. 
taken was com�letely des troyed by a mys terious fire , but the box containing the cat was 
untouched : Another fire des troyed a farmhouse at nearby Wickham S t .  Paul after the cat 
had been taken there : When the cat wa s  re turned to Sudbury, one of the beams at the mill 
(now known as the Vdll Hotel ) which was then nearing completion, s hifted and the whole 

roof c ollapsed causing £601 000 worth of damage .  The beam that caused all the trouble 
was at the spot where the cat had originally been found . 

The new owners of the Hill Hotel proj ect were told about the cat and at a board 
meeting decided to rebury it in the original grave within the mill . The local vicar 
carried out the burial and the hotel company placed a note in the coffin apologising 

1 to the cat for dis turbing i t  and hoping that it will novr re s t  in 
' peace ! 

Since the cat has been re turned to its original re s t ing 
place, things have gone so smoothly a t  the mill the builders are 
now ahead of schedule . 

It seems that the owner of an old house at Fakenha..11 lvl"a.gna in 
norfolk might have had a narrow e s cape ,  because when he wa s res t­
oring a 400 year old house 2 years ago, two mummified cats we re  
found in the attic . However, ins tead of removing them, the ovmer 
and his wife decided to let ' sleeping cats lie ' and did not dis­
turb the remains . Which, in the light of the disas ters at Sudbury, 
s e ems to have been a very fortuitous decision, for there ' s  no 
t elling what disasters might have taken place if TWO mummified 
cats had be en moved ! + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

I 

LOCAL �\IRIS�IJILIHi --------
" 

Castle Hill at Thetford was ,  according to local legend, formed b,y the Devil . A s  he 
was f�ing over nearby Wee ting he caught his heel on the ground and made a long 
ditch, Fen Dyke . The earth on his heel he scraped off over Thetford and it fell to 
the ground forming Cas tle Hill.  A hollow on the hill is known as the 1devil 1 s  Hole ' 
and it is .said tha t  anyone walking round 7 times at midnight will see  the Devil . 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
By the side of the road at Redenhall, Norfolk, is a willow tree known as ' Lus h ' s 
bush ' .  It  is s o  called because a suicide by the name of Lush is buried beneath it, 
and the bush is said to have gro'Wll. from a s take driven through the pers ons heart 
to s top the ghost walking . One version says that the pers on buried there is a wom­
an who took her life because s he had killed her child . 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

It was once c ommon belief in Suffolk that Elderberries gather on S t .  J ohn ' s  Eve -
the old pagan Beltane or Hidsummer festival - would prevent the ga therer suffering 
from witchcraft . Quite often Elderberries and Elder pith were given to  pe ople who 
were thought to have been bewitched .  It -was also believed that lightning never 
s truck Elder, and a cross made of this wood brought into the house would protect 
it from lightning . 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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comment .. 
I would like to reply to Mr. Hill 1 s  comments on psychic photography in Lantern No . IO. 
I think that photography of this type falls into three main categories viz :-
a )  where an entity or form is � to manifest itself. I mus t say that I have not ex­

perienced this kind of thing, but I pre sume that the manifes tation could be recorded 
on film using normal techniques (assuming ones hands are not s haking too much ! ) .  I 
imagine that the be s t  type of film would be normal high s peed black and white or 
polaroid . I do not know whether the drop in temperature often reported at such ev­
ents is phsycal or psychological . If the former is the case, then infra-red film 
could be used and, as Mr. Hill suggests, it should be a negative print . The newer 
c olour infra-red would give more information and experiments along these lines 
might prove ver.r interes ting. 

b) Psychic photography proper does not seem to depend on light rays, either visible 
or invisible . The obj ects we recorded appeared directly on the film and were not 
visible to those people present . It was also f ound that images could be recorded 
direc tly onto unexposed sealed plates .  It seems to me that forces or rays, other 
than those we know of at present, are used to create such images .  

c )  • Thoughtography ' as practised by Ted Serios ws mentioned in lantern 9 .  I t  appears 
that by intense mental concentration, mental images can be proj ec ted and recorded 
on film. Doe s  this indicate some, as ye t undiscovered, thought wave s? 

To return to the photographs which formed the subj ect of my article (see Lantern 9 :Ed )  
I mus t state that, a s  far a s  I can remember, none of the photographs obtained had any 
particular significance to anyone present at the time . This would tend to rule out 
• Thoughtography. 

Like much so-called psychic phenomena, the photographs in themselves are trivial 
and of little value . However, in my view, the important ques tions are ; what is the 
mechanism involved, and what are the implications ? 

J . Self, 
25 Queens Drive, 
Halesworth, 
sUffolk. 

UFO REPORT (continued from page 7 ) .  
During the s pring/summer of I972, 29 year old Mrs . Lillian Nettleship of Bradwell 

near Gt . Yarmouth, Norfolk, also an oddly-shaped obj ect in the sky. Describing what 
happened, she says :11  • • •  0ne morning, around I2 noon, I was walking through Bradwell 
v�.llage to Gorle ston with my small s on in his pushchair • • • I looked up and saw a large 

dark-grey, 1 U 1 shaped obj ect going through the sky almost 
east to west . It partially disappeared through some light 
cloud, I had a very good look at it, and crossed the road to 
follow it, but as it went to fast for me I j ust stood wtch­
ing it before it disappeared . I drew two other peoples atten­
tion to it but they just looked and proceeded to ignore it 
and me l I watched the obj ect for perhaps 2t minutes, during 
which time it made no audible noise . There were no lights, no 
antenna or other equipment other than the bulk of the obj ect, 

also, on the surfaces which I could see from the ground, there were no windows • • •  The 
closes t  description I can give is that it looked like 3 unprinted Coca-C ola cans stuck 
together . The colour was dark grey and it looked j ust as if it were made from matt metal ." 

WANTED: YOUR OWN PEROONAL STRANGE UPERimCES • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Have you ever had a strange experience for wht.ch you have no e:xplaination? 
If so ,  we The IDRDERLINE SCIENCE INVESTGATION GROUP , would like to hear 
about it. Please write to ;  

-. · 

T� Editors (Lantern) , � c1 o 3 Dunwich Way, Lowestoft. · ·  
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8./. I .G. : the f i rst f ive years . . . .  by o. F letcher 

local Psychical and U . F. O .  research groups have a tendancy to be almost as ephemeral as 
the obj e cts of their interest,  the Borderline Science Investigation Group however ,  which 
celebrates its 5th. anniversary in January , seems to have avoided moat of the pi tfalls faced 
by such organisations . Now then , is perhaps as good a time as any to summari ze some of their 
activities . · 

The B . S . I . G.  was formed in January I971 by a small group of people interested in what at 
the time was called ,  ' the unexplained ' , which included Ghosts ,  U . F. O . e ,  E.S. P. ·; the occult, 
folklore etc . The aims o f  the group , as defined in the constitution of October I971 being;­

"a/ To discover as much unusual and unexplained phenomena as possible 
in the region of East Anglia. 

b/ To inve stigate in as s cienti fic and unbiased a manner as possible 
all such phenomena . 

c/ To document any findings in a scienti fi c and unbiased manner. 
Since then the B . S . I . G. has undertaken over 50 investigations , some 30 of whi ch have been 
' ghost watches• . In a l imited space i t  is impossible to cover all of these in any detail , 
so most o f  the attention will be focused upon those whi ch happened in the first three years 
of the group , which have not already been dealt with in Lantern . Those watches held in the 
last two years can be found treated in a fair amount of depth in the News Round-Up '.sections 
of the magazine . 

Upon setting out in persuit of the se aims the group encountered a lack of information on 
ghosts in the region - the main sources being local press cuttings ,  and the odd book in the 
library . Usually these contained only snippets of information , and failed to make the impor­
tant distinction between ' current ghosts' , that i s , those which have been seen or heard rec­
ently • say in the last IO years , and ' legendary ghosts'  - those which have not been seen 
for hundreds· of years , if ever . Consequently the , gro up spent many fruitless nights looking 
for the latter type of apparitions .  

The group had been in existence only a few weeks when i t  began its first investigation -
into the • haunting' of Lowestoft Town Hall . The story of this ,  found in the local newspaper , 
told of footsteps, and the sound of doors closing, hears by the caretaker, coming from empty 
parts o f  the building . Some of the resul ts of the three watches held there can be found in 
Lantern Nrs . I & 3 ,  but in brief, it was found that the footsteps were caused by a peculiar­
ity of the clock mechanism, and the clo si:::tg doors to the delay,ed effect of the pi ston-type 
devises used to stop them slamming . 

The I I th. of June I97I saw the second inves tigation , this time at Great Yarmouth. During 
the early part of June the press , both local and national , carried the story of the Dun s ford 
family , whose sons , whilst on holiday in a caravan , were molested by an invisible prodding 
entity .  This happened in the middle of their stay , the boys ,  frightened by the incident rou­
sed the rest of the family who found the caravan very cold , and had some di fficulty in breat­
hing . This unnerved them so much that they spent the remainder of their holiday wi th relat­
ives . Following the publi ci� a n��ber of psychical researchers and sundry interested people 
spent nights in the caravan during the week preceeding the B. S . I . G. visit ,  but the prodding 
entity was not encountered . At about 7: 30pm on the I l th. the group arrived and decided to 
direct their attention to a bed in the N . E. corner of the 1 van ,  which bad gained the reput­
ation of being the ' haunted bunk' . One member was to sleep there , in the hope of attracting 
the gho s t ,  whilst the rest were to work a shift sy stem che c�g the five thermometers in 
case or a repetition of the temperature drop . To cut a long stpry short , nothing no tewort�r 

_ happened . So far as i s  known the Duns fords experience in the caravan is unique , i ts owner 
had no knowledge of any unusual history connected wi th it,  and as it was sold shortly after 
thi s , nothing is known of any subsequent events . 

During the summer o f  1971 the group spent a good deal of time investigating several of 
the legendary type of gho sts , and most o f  these took the forn of outdoor watches for the 
elusive , eo-aal led 1 annual ' or • cyclical ghosts .  These are usually very spectacular and t • are supposed to appear regularly , usually once a year , at a spe c� fic date and ti•e . There 
iw little point in covering these in detail , and they can best be sum:ned up in a quote from 
the first B . S. I . G. newsletter , dated Febr uary I972 - a reteroepective look at the first year 
of the group by the thera chairman Michael iurgesa : - ' 

" • • •  At Belaugh Church in Norfolk , we again had high hopes ,  but these did not 
' materialise•• - Our watch at the Horning Ferry Inn was al so without result but 
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we later discoYered that the grey lady only appeared on one day eftry 20 years -
and we were 6 years too early . 

The Great Mel ton coach and horses was another annual ghost (I  think we are 
beginning to lose faith in thesel ) ,  and our feelings at the negati•e results 
were not greatly ehbanced by the downfall of rain that was experienced . 

Our calculations were again found to be slightly astray after we spent the 
night , ( The wrong nightl ) on the banks of Oulton Broad Dyke waiting roe a ghostly 
wherry to come along. lt Crazy Marfs Hole , on Pakefield cliffs, the night was 
bitterl7 cold, and once again dewid of a ghost. The watch at Barton Broad tor 
a ghostly lady was oYer before it eYeD began , as by boat was tomid to be the 
onl.7 way at access to the correct site , and the •mbers who attended were certai­
nly not prepared tor that. " 

.As the abo•e shows , the organisation on outdoor ghostwatcbes was perhaps not all it aight 
ba•e been in these early days .  One point wortbJ of note howe•er concerns the Ferry Inn at 
Horning, at the time the newsletter was written , we were under the illpression that this bel­
onged to :the legendan class of hauntings . Howe•er we were later to bear the story or an: 
angler who claimed to ba.Ye seen the grey lady in 1928 , on the river Bure outaide the Iml .  
( See Lantem 9)' 

'fhe remainder o6 I97I saw l ittle in the way of practical investigations , the lessons of 
the summer were being leamt, and the eaijy equipment, which appeared on the later Town Hall 
watches was being . improved . December saw the publication of the first issue of Lantern, in a -
markedly different rorm than it appears today . 

The first watch of I972 was held in a disused cinema in Beccles in January .  Nobody seemed 
to know wbat the ghost was , and after a Yery cold , uneventful night, the watchers were of 
the opiJ:don that the building was detinately not bainted. As the year progressed, and the 
weather became more clement, the legendary and ' annual' · ghostwatches were started again, 
this time it was known exactly when and where to look, and watches were held at Burgh St . 
Peter , Potter Heigham and Oulton Broad - all without result, although in the second case the­
re wae another group looking for the same ghost. This was to l::e the last time that this type 
or haunting was investigated in depth, research in the following months was to show that tb- _ 

ere wae no record or the ghosts aver having been seen, 1D u.ny eases the aain characters iD . 
the story had never existed , and often the story itself dated back no further than the I93Qs., 

I972 wae notable bowe•er for the start or the B . S . I .G. s longest investigation to date , 
that or the Oxfam shop in Magdalen Street , Norwi ch. This has recieftd coasiderable mentions 
in Lantern , Jews Round-Up in Nrs . 3, 7,8 &: 9 contained reports on various aspecta of the inv­
estigation, and Nr . 4. had a short article on the haunting . The phenomena at the shop ha•e 
consisted or footsteps on the deserted top floor, doors opening and closing of their own acc­
ord, etrange ' smokey ' figures in various parts of the building, and the paranormal movement 
or obj ects . These had been witnessed by' both the Oxfam starr, and the previous teDants or the 
building, who had all reurked on the strange • unsettling atmosphere• there . ·  During the fir­
st B . S . I . G. watch, in August I972, the shop lights were switched off when noone was near the · 
switches , and later in the e•ening a tape recorded picked up a female YOice 88Jing "'Yer · 

there" or "Whoae there" , when no sound was heard by those operating the machine . Shortly 
after the second watch, in October ' 7!, ·a seance was held in the shop , during which a 1 apirit-• 
called' Sara' wa s contacted who was thought to be the ghost. Psychical activity in the building 
was at ita peak at this time, and a spiritualist was contacted to exorci ee the buildint. Thi� 
seeu to ba"Ve been eucesstul tor no psychical activity bas been reported there since, altho­
�h peoplr still remark on the • atmosphere' . This has: .been a Yery short account or the iDve� 
tigation , which stretched to almost three years, but when the final report is compiled, it is· 
hoped to publish a Lantern • special • to cover 1 t in depth. 

The Oxfam shop watches saw the introduction of the B . S . I . G .  monitoring equipaent. It bas 
always been the intention or the group to approach ita investigations in an obj ectiYe way ,  
and i t  was therefore considered necessary to have some means o r  detecting physical changes 
such as drops in temperature , often associated with ghosts , and draughts and vibrations which 
miy cauee effects which could be misconstrued as the activities or the ghost . The equipaent, 
described iD detail in Lantern 4 (Insile B . S . I . G. II) , was designed 110 that sensors could be 
positioned throughout a building and be monitored by one person , thus making the watch more 
efficient . 

l year later ( I973) saw the group in an old Inn near Dies (See .Lantern 4) . The ghost here 
was of a white lady , who bad supposedly been murderee by her husband . The ' haunting' affected 
only one room or the Inn, where the apparition or a woman in white bas been seen to glide acr­
oss t.he room .  In the I9als a woman staying in the • haunted room'· awoke to see a glowing ball 
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1 4) 
or orange light move al ong the mantlepieve . The psychical acttvl ts rE �tarted in a less Jram­
.ttic way in • 73 which prompted the B .S. I .G. visit,  unrortunatelJI it had ceased by the time 
or the watch, and so far as is known , has not reoc cued . 

The Autumn or 1 73 saw the publication of Lantern �' the first of the 1 new-look• editions ,  
with more topical articles , and better illustraticns .  This led to the Kirsted Hal l  atch 
(Lantern 4) , and the B . S . I . G . s appearance on Anglia T. V. s 1 About Woaen• programme .  

I974 saw the result o f  a vhange in the P�Jcbical Research Sections &pproach to investig­
ations , legendary ghosts were to be recorded only , visits were to be made only when there 
was strong evidence or recent psychical activity . Thi s obviously led to a reduction in the 
number or ghostwatchea held , but meant that more meaningful results could be obtained . Det­
ails ot the five watches held in ' 74 & 1 75 can be found in the News Round-up sections of 
Lanterns 7 - IO . 

The overall impression of the activities or the Psy chical Research Section given so far 

is that i t  investigates hauntings only via the ghostwatch. This is not so , obviously a vis­
it to the premises helps , for example , it might be that the 1 ghost' aae a hatural explanation 
as wi th the Town Hal l , but the group also j ust collects ghost stories and legends and doc­
uments them. 

The ' other subdivi sion of the B . S . I . G. is the U . F. O .  Research Section which deals, not 
surprisingly , wi th reports or Unidentified Flying Obj ects . As the • ghostwatch• is the tool 
of the P.vchical R. Si ,  M6 tM Sighting Report Form is the tool of the U . F.O .R. S .  This is a 
questio�ire sent to the witness of a sighting asx soon as the group hears of it, when com­
pleted i<t contains enough information to deternine if the obj ect can be identified ie . as 
a star , �aircraft etc . , or if further investi gation i s  needed . In the former case the U . F. O .  
R. S.  REClEVES considerable help in id enti fi cation from local bodies whose activities aay 
give rise to U . F . O .  reports eg . airports . I f  it cannot te identi fied , othe r  steps may be 
taken , including interviewing the witness and vi siting the scene of the sighting. Eventu­
ally ,  when all the information if in ,  the report is placed into one of five categories : -

1 .  All attempts e.t identi fication have failed . Two o r  more INDY.PENDENT witnesses . 
B. . •  , ,  . • . .  . .  Only one witnes a .  " C .  Currently unidenti fied , though may have a normal explanation . 
D .  Scant report - not enough information to classi fy either way , o r  obj ect seen 

for only a matter of seconds . 
D ( x) Obj ect probably identified . 
E .  Obj ect definately identi fied . 

These ar.e roughly the criteria used for classifying a U . F. O .  report, this proce s s  i s  not 
permanent, and if new information comes to light it can be revised ,  

A s  U . F. O .  reports are covered i n  .Lantern , there i s  little point in repeating them here , 
insted below is a table showing the reports the B . S . I . G . has recieved for the years 1971 -
I975,  with the results of their inve s ti gation . 

UNIDENTIFIF:D UNABL·E TO IDENTI FIF.O UNDER 
YEAR 1 B c CLASSIFY AIRCRAFT SA TEll I Tl!: STAR/PLANET OTHER E INVF.ST TOT 

I97I 2 2 I - - 4 I - I - Il 
I972 I - 4 - 3 - - 2 - - IO 

- I973 - - I 2 I I I l 1 - 8 
I974 ... - I - - I - - - - 2 

' 1975 
. I 2 I 2 I 3 IO - - - -

TOTAL 3 3 7 4 4 7 4 4 2 3 4I 
ts can b� seen from the tatle , about 50% of the reports recieved can be identified fairly 
easily ap man-made or celestial obj e cts , and only "1J, come into the category 1 class of rep... 
ort - the real unidentified obj ects . 

The whole idea of id entifying U . F. O . s i s  a fairJt controversial subj ect, some bodies claim 
that all U . F . C .  reports can be explained as natural or man-made obj ects, no matter how wei rd 
they seem , whilst at the other extreme there�are those who maintain that all reports are of 
extraterrestrial spacecraft no matt.er how like aircraft they seem . · The B.S. I .G. treade the 
mi sty middle ground , in the belei f that to inves tigate u . F. O . s one has first to isolate the 
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reallJ unidentified obj ects from the �est - a few ,_nuine reports carry en more weight 
f:.ban 118117 doubtful ones . To help with probleme of identification , in the oups earl7 days 
slqwatches were held . As the name implies , these involved spending a nigh looking at the 
s)cy , and recording the objects seen there , this means at least tbat membe s know what air­
craft and satellites look like at night • 

. At the 1110118Dt tbe U . F. O.R. S. is working in liaeon with the Cambridge U iversit7 U . F. O .  
Research Group and the British u . r. o .  Research Association , to cover the hole of !'Aiat Ang­
lia u . r.o.-wise . The eyetem works quite well , both the local groups recie e reports for 
their areas ,  and the B.u . r. o . R. A. uses them to build up a picture or the . r.o. scene ut­
iOilally . A 117stem such ts thie is reallJ needed in other areas as that a1 reports eventu­
allJ t1nd their way to a national collecting point. 

Although Ghosts , l.egends and u . r. o . s represent 110st or tbe groups acUrltiea it has , 
from tiae to tiae delved into other aspects of the supernatural , s011e of the most interest- · 

ing e:xuaplea of which are covered below. 
1 

The first such studY wasconcerned with ley-lines ( Straight-line alignments or ancient 
sites - for the uninitiated - thought once to have marked ancient trackway's . ) , and was under..; 
taken by the then u . r. o .  subgroup in I97I & • ]2. The modest aill ws to produce • the aost 

· 

coaprehensive 1118.p in existence of ley liDes in East Anglial , and to this .nd nine I• Or daan-_ 
ce Survey •ps were j oined together. The actual study took soriething UDder a rear to coa- - -
plete, and the end product was a map covered with III8DJ hundreds of lines , the first iaprea�. _ 

ion, if one took each line as representiDg a trackway' , was or a huge neolithic Spbagetti � ­

Junction covering the whole of East Anglia. Someth1Dg seemed to be wrong, 80 it was decided _ 

to start again , adopting much stricter criteria for each ley point. However, with this blow 
to their enthusiasm, and faced with the daunting task of going over nine 1 "  o . s.  •ps with 
a rubber to reaove the previous attempt, the researclfera abandoned the idea. !TOll t1lle to 
time other , less ubitious studies have shown more proJ4sing results \ See I .Lantern 6) . 

Astral proj ecti.on \ The idea that an intangible • spirit• or astral body , leaves the pbJsical 
body when one is asleep, or in a similar condition} , or aore specificallJ .t the idea that 
dreams are j uabled recollections of astral j ournies , C&Jile under the ecru� or the l'lov def­
unct Occult subgroup in 1972. Attractive, because it involved very little ! effort, the studf _ 

consisted or recordhg dreams over a six month period, and drawing concl,.ions from them. -
The group round no evidence tor supposing that dreams are ill any vq oonn.cted with astral · 
travel , but did . discover a lot about dreams . ; 

Telepathy bas been investigated by the, also now defunct E. S.P. subgroup, and aore recentlJ 
by the P.R.s. The idea being for one member to • transmit• a symbol , the others to recieve 
the -.ntal iapression or it. �veral such testa haft been held, the bigge•t being ill Jauar.r 
& February • 74, which involved nine members in lorfolk , Suffolk and Surrq. The teats bave 
altogether Dot been an unqualified sueess , aome meabers tillding it diffiCllllt tc>neven manage 
the :oambervot correct guesses attributable to- chance , although there have , beeD &OM inter-
esting results . ' 

, Those atrege , one might even sq lllf&terioua , atones whi ch dot the East .lnglian countey- · 

side have recentlJ been the centre ot· ajtention or part or the group, as :readers ot Lantern · 
lrs . 3, 4, 5 ,  7,8 ,9,  & II will no doubt have realised . The focus of �terest is not 80 llUCh '- � 

the stones themselves ,  as the legends associated with thea and their uses ; throuilbout histol")' .• _ 

The B . S . I .G. s most recent investigation is concerned with dowsing, 110st widelJ known in 
its application as water divining, although other aubstaiace� can be found by th6s •thod . _ 

Experiments to date bave covered the - use of the 1 tuned pendul:W.' to locate hidden obj ects , . � · 
ae well as the more traditional rods .  Planned for the future is a series or experiments inv­
olving map dowsing. ;. 

_ Thie then is a picture , nescessarUJ a breif' one , or the activities or the group ovet the 
��t 5 years . lJUring this time it has grown from the initial 6 or so members concentrating 
ou the Lowestott,Yal"IIIOuth, llondch area to the present 32 covering lorfolk, Suffolk, Essex 
and Cubridgeshire, with a branch in Cambridge . At present the group is concentrating on 

i:� . making 110re or its collected iDtormation available through publications such as Lantern , and 
tHrough the media or illustrated lectures . Then at least other peopl• will not find the prob­
lem that the earJy B . S. I . G. did. 

1 group such as this depends to a large extent on feedback from the public , eo if JOU' ve 
seen a u .r. o. or know of a ghost wstory or legend, or are j ust interested in the croup , don• t 
hesitate to get in touch - JOU1 ll find some &dresses elsewhere in the magazine . 
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